
CARTOGRAPHIC CAMPSITES OF 1869:  MAJOR POWELL’S MOMENTOUS POSSIBILITIES 
by Richard D. Quartaroli 2009 GTS 

 
“The Major as usual has chosen the worst camping-ground possible,” George Y. Bradley secretly wrote on June 11, 1869, in the Canyon of Lodore.  Bradley, 
a crewmember of John Wesley Powell’s expedition down the Green and Colorado rivers, continued, “If I had a dog that would lie where my bed is made 
tonight I would kill him and burn his collar and swear I never owned him.” 

Many Powell 1869 campsites of his momentous pioneer river trip remain unknown to this day, but have had speculative campsite identification.  Powell and 
his men spent 25% of their 99-day river trip in the Grand Canyon.  I would like to commemorate the 140th anniversary of Powell’s successful river trip in this 
brief poster presentation, relying on the following sources, and my own best guesses. 

Dock Marston: “1869 Powell,” unpublished manuscript, the Otis R. “Dock” Marston Collection, Box 422 Folder 1, The Huntington Library. 

Drifter Smith: “The Powell Expedition of 1869,” unpublished manuscript, Boatman Training Seminar, 1989. 

Dr. Michael P. Ghiglieri: First Through Grand Canyon: The Secret Journals and Letters of the 1869 Crew Who Explored the Green and Colorado Rivers. 
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All campsite photos Richard D. Quartaroli, 2008, except: 
 
Grapevine: Robert Brewster Stanton photo, National Archives and Record Administration, courtesy Desert Laboratory Repeat Photography Collection. 
Hermit: Richard Jackson photo, USGS Old-Timers’ Collection, NAU Cline Library, NAU.PH.94.37.137. 
Across from Separation: Margaret Eiseman photo, Margaret Eiseman Collection, NAU Cline Library, NAU.PH.2004.8.2.58a. 
Map & Diorama: USGS & GCNP, John Wesley Powell Display Collection, NAU Cline Library, NAU.PH.268.1.23 & NAU.PH.268.2.13. 
Separation Plaque: Margaret Eiseman photo, Margaret Eiseman Collection, NAU Cline Library, NAU.PH.2004.8.2.58a.6. 
J.W. Powell photo: John Wesley Powell Display Collection, NAU Cline Library, NAU.PH.268.1.4. 
George Y. Bradley illustration: Cañons of the Colorado, John Wesley Powell Display Collection, NAU Cline Library, NAU.PH.268.2.4. 
Oramel and Seneca Howland: The Howland Quarterly, The Pilgrim John Howland Society, July 1986, Volume 1, No. 4. 
Walter Henry Powell: Michael P. Ghiglieri, First Through Grand Canyon. 
John C. “Jack” Sumner: Robert Brewster Stanton, Colorado River Controversies. 
William “Missouri Rhodes” Hawkins: Robert Brewster Stanton, Colorado River Controversies. 
Andy Hall: David Lavender, River Runners of the Grand Canyon. 


